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WARREN A. LAPP, M.D.. F.A.C.S. 


731 EAST 22ND STREET 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11210 


November 15, 1970 


Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 

4720 Montgomery Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20014 

Dear Mr. Challenger: 

Your article on "Half Cent Whist" has been received and 
thoroughly enjoyed. It is wonderful, and will be carried in 

our next issue of January 15.it was received too late for 

this issue which should be mailed out tomorrow. 

I am enclosing a copy, pretty much as it is expected to 
appear in P-W. There has been some editing done; and since 
I am no Half Cent collector, you can correct me if I have 
inadvertently made any errors in doing so. I must say, however, 
that your write-up has whetted my interest in the little half 
sisters. Perhaps it will do the same for other EAC members. 

Even though you lost the game, congratulations on a good 
try. I understand that Ray Munde is stiff competition* 

Best regards. 




HALF CENT WHIST 


Large Cent Whist which has been reported in "Pennywise" was extended 
recently to Half Cents. The challenger was an East Coast collector who 
had been corresponding with a Mid-Western collector. Both collectors 
wanted to view the others collection so arrangments were made to meet. 

They were also of the opinion that there were other Half Cent collectors 
who would enjoy a report and possibly challenge the participants to a 
game. 

The challenger arrived early Saturday morning October 31 and was 
met at the airport by the Mid-Western collector, who for the sake of this 
report will be called the defender. 

The game got underway after two friends of the defender arrived for 
the purposes of viewing the combat and acting as judges. The first problem 
was to decide what would constitute a variety. After some discussion it 
was decided to follow Gilberts 1916 book with additions for new dies and 
mulings, planchet weights, and variations of edge striking. Deleted were 
two Gilbert varieties which were deemed not to be true varieties, proof 
only dates, patterns and restrikes. The participants agreed on 100 coins 
covering the period 1793 to 1857. 

The challenger moved into an early lead with the 1793's as he had 
3 of the 4 varieties. The defender had only one but the judges ruled that 
the defenders G-3 was superior by a hairs-breath. The score stood at 
5 to 2 as they moved into 1794. The defenders eyes bulged out to his 
spectacles when the challenger produced his EF G-2. The challenger# did 
likewise when the defender produced his rare G-5 with G-9 edge lettering 
and the G-9 with G-5 edge lettering. 1795 produced a surprise for the 
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participants, as both were secretly harboring the notion that they had 
the only known specimen of G-5 on a thick planchet. The conclusion was 
reached by those present that the only known specimens were also present 
for the game. 

1796 was resolved by one coin from both collections accompanied 
by statements such as "one of these days I may be able to afford a better 
one" and "I'm sorry I sold the dog I had". 

The challenger really took the lead as 1797, 1800, 1802 and 1803 
were gone through with such items as the 1797 with gripped edge, a F-15 
1802 G-l, an EF 1803 G-2 and an AU G-3 of 1803, pushed his lead to 10 
points. The defender produced broken die G-4 of 1803 but it lost to a 
reglar G-4 in VF-20 condition. 

1804 started the challenger downhill as the defender produced 12 of 
the 13 varieties to 10 for the challenger. The defenders preference for 
better condition also began to tell with a series of 2 to 1 decisions for 
the defender and the challenger fell behind by 2 points. The challenger 
enjoyed showing off an 1804 G-7 in VF-30 condition with the obverse die 
break, that he had acquired the weekend before in a New York coin shop 
for $12.50, but it did'nt improve his score as variations of this nature 
had been ruled out as separate varieties, also the defender had one in 
similar condition but he declined to disclose his purchase price. 

The G-4 of 1805 produced another tie for the judges to break and 
the defender won even though the words HALF CENT could not be read. The 
challengers had a strong HALF CENT but suffered from a lack of detail on 


the obverse. 
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1806, 1807 and 1808 helped the defender with a number of 2 to 1 
decisions despite the challengers ownership of an 1808/7 new reverse 
specimen. All present got a good laugh when the challenger told the 
story of how he acquired the specimen. 

It was now 5 p.m. and the judges departed with the score 68 for 
the challenger and 74 for the defender. 

Combat resumed at 1 p.m. Sunday, November 1, with the 1809's. 

The challenger lost five 2 to 1 decisions and gulped as the defender 
produced the 1809 with the new reverse. 

1811 produced an even score on the two varieties. The challenger 

produced VF-40 G-2 to the defenders VG-8. The defender treated the 

challenger to a view of his 1811 restrike and the challenger showed 
&- 

and explained how he acquired kfe G-2 with the die break over 2 stars, 
in 1948 for $4. The coin had been acquired to fill out a date set as 
cheaply as possible. (Those were the "Good old days" when the challenger 
was a youngster). 

On the 1826 the defender produced not only both varieties in UNC 
condition, but the G-2 with the massive rim break. This time he told 
how he did a little "Cherrypicking" at a local coin show. 

The remainder of the game was a series of 2 to 1 decisions for the 
defender plus a 2 to 0 on the 1831 G-l and the 1836 G-l. The challenger 
was buried under a blizzard of UNC 60 + 70 coins that were a sight to 
behold. 

When it was all over the defender had won 141 to 104 and the cry 
"Wait 'till Next Time" was heard, as the challenger left the defender 
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at the airport. 

It was a great weekend and one that will never be forgotten by 
the participants and the judges. Not only was it a first for Half 
Cent Whist but between the two collections 89 of the 100 varieties had 
been seen and of the missing ones only four were of extreme rarity. No 
trades were accomplished but sources of supply were well discussed. And 
as the challenger winged his way East he thought not only of coins but 
of the persons who he had met and the wonderful hospitality of his host 
and hostess. 


r ) \jJ OrJUJ A> OMaa) QxLm A-* OJVLA^piJh OJ^TUL 


TU^LAnTb /* y ( D J2^'jJy+J2* 


JTjJi^j^SX^ Z* <JJ aJ^ CJLPpL.(X&JL 


<H a^f QjLJh 





O tUQ flL*A. ^gu^~ ft ft r*i*^ ft AL^P.jsZtjLr t» 

. u >6gl <S-> AbCg/ ^ yy^L<^ 

l ~~*raLlt ft ^(/JjLrieZ 

a 5 ‘ i* lf a ' 

(/JJtrLA. 0^tM'j:i^ ft, aIaJ-JLjo Ujgri-u ^ 7 f'fry 


(X 


fU?—^±-Ai CX~fP pCt-XAjr •'■ 0..ft-A> ?■ '- ■ y -g- p~< -nj •ci/-o.P: 


'/-ftf- ^>£A^- .jg^nA, £ 


<3. n j^ 3/ <X-t UC4„ 


_ (- • :'• •:. ' ' 


CcaJjPj2^.J' <' 
nA-p~^r^f LxyJiP J^l (^(uJtejzJ* y^U. 


'j/s&u. 1pZA+«~*j£ „ 4 <A^g^rgfcj tL-e 2- s/r\^Ji*-+£* 

.ta^ teuns^A-AA-cP _ 3 ^ Jyj?<>-<■ % 


' 


tpr -i^i o^ uj Cm s0t&yLeL<L~ (Jl- ^^ lOtr ^ycfl Co^ JPLhL 

1 /lL Vf C^JUA^y O^PXrt, /tsfi' caJ <W *c&£caJ@j^ 

A Julies L aM p& <*/(, i OrC K UJ-^L tfa£^ ccJXL.X; 


. /cu'V „ /(iw c£( h Cl ' J ^ 'f ( WJlLr'pfc J2^~j : 


\Jql/U^^L^ aj JbeXytL UJJ )j~iJ2. — 1 ^Uc^ny&L *- 

(aJjZsxal X a JL^jP AJ tJtQ-st* ^(yj\j-Z$Xr j 


(~y ' ; y (p*X&Ow pc* - uAe ■ felA.'fi' 

&pjj-\jL2fJ' erv^ / 0 o <2 -c^jl n 93 


& J±f7 

CxJJJ.- /*) a*\ ' <4*XEi. Cz^~. >^-*? - " 

/ / - —■ / *7 9 3 J yftjL. 3 •€$-&— ^ (/dSUjJfclt 

jJU /JL*J!j2~*MsI, cr^ j-^ / ytsA^h<cfbu /L\S~x/-4t£< P\ aaJL cP 

/ a A / ( fy *~ HOU^I lwr& 

dtAA-t-Pa , _ rfjj 0-4*etS\A, {L$3o-tAc P C< { £ - Ce*4 A c kjiA ^ 











































































*JL *-. in Jh^, zdL^ ^ 


V . A/u rA^xtu^J JL&I U±rfjLu>J 


/&A cJls.f ' JlLxL. P,J~^*~rA'- ' . * fi ~ $ U)A*A~ 6- ~ f 





GU3 

(iu/JL* ^ Jls\jL '4UZstJ*i*-l&-y 7 A,.. ft of ?£**/ 


jL*t } * A rv-£y .iA^<rvo Q-41.X <u.^e^ cj C-£ cr^\ «c X&~uA. 


,T*i. ■■ -^Cc £2 o-^e^ot /..«■ LU c*-i ^ -f/-.- i A 


thxJlij >£i^ tru-» 4~^UL4^s«jL* 2 ui^tnz. CiJU^£> ^jyUJL^A OJX, sC^-l. 




c/ 

/ 7 *7^ U/M J\JLA4&j-*P ^O—C^-c '/Zen'l f a ^ 'i'V 


7' ? <*.• • ,*.’ <•--.! t ^Z 1 aJ^t£ju^&MXf sQLasl^JLcl* £rv a ttf‘€$JL* j 2, eJtenfd 


t/si x' *'-£ a/A* ^ ^(r *-c <* / A ^L^sv~'j 7ffO-tJle/P 


a£p « x/ ‘ 


'/J ’ c -£'<*./'i « e.r - s&»-*A ■'ft .a JLt*.<*f <t* /79y 


/ k' f & y / Sf'O 'L' C*^P f <53 6*J -jg-n |» — '7 c y / . <v /u . ^?-( (., • 


A&b^i 6 * ^Ae /"7^"7 60^^ <ffuA/ r ~l5 'fro 1 £~/^ 


-/ij. Po^Jt /to / 0 P/u-^Jfe *Pt$iLjLL*~ tsu 


✓©Ac. ‘V 1 &03 <t t /U£^*i vt 6iC-o ^ - *-/ 

\ 

\f~ -%0 0 Q\~dU%<*a-^ • 


/ O' 0 *4 ftl £>^T\jCtf -fPxL Q~^AsU.,Q<.*- '*£.<1, /©Ay-t-ovc y^^M( CL^i 


aA C (p^ ls^dl£-*. (p '- <*f-/ A T" A f rt tx* / 3 U/&- 

$J) Oor^ch^tr** <zJh~* <4 OjAtt <x 4-Qru~*3 of 

( J-:- (iA~ * Q^L wfeg-A - — 

-.—^ ika? MiU^ 9- QcXJi.„ 

\S)JL fQu&<nAr4+*f Off* / £~* *4 

c-~7 ^ *«. a^^fj&jcrrn^ _^ 

/' A, A Aif+f*!. /t^w gc. /^aJ fy-uy'Jk* &04*+ ^dJLqjf _ 



















































\)pjy*k* 




dL—OA*^ 


/> •& dl** _ •C^- OJ ^A— _- 

/Va&n* ! &JL £g*** *-J) £** _ 

"~l n i ■■■; i ' O - ^1 > ^ D^ C^ ,<*£jp , " ' '.' ^ CTKJZ* ,A. 'Q^V-dU>^-+-> 

ZJL-J Va scLtd/^ - J? ✓& ■c J^L.£'. «*cl* -■ 


C- ' V 4^ } ^ _ (? /Xiy^sX<^f L* 

CXj^ ^ u*%£^jjt*t /&“ e*-~*A •-t^Lt, 'd-4'flg- u^£_/-fc 

•&\ >_4£~w xLrZft L ^ r/a. UJo^xJi tlPr ^F Cjr ^r f t~JLe/> 4/aJ- 



C (TAlX. #_ r > .//t?^g^ ^“ Vtf-vu i a 

&Lt. i fVr< &* 


Qjsitt 


/ $r 6 C /fo7 1 / &■* t ^Ll.QojuP sd< .*td <lJL~ 


fjusJrJO^ _ ^ ^ 2—/ ^g^^c^ler-v 


—»• f^^i/7 


/Jjtx.\J J\jL\yXr MA . PL&£ f C 

^-tmrzfisljyd^ j&£e. 




‘&J~ iaJ t ^7 a 7 trW 

\j)AXL Aju /IJL^j^a- 


s*K> . 


^ p ^ 't/4x j/ 

_ Jb^zL<. _ oJLdb*^te _ ji _ < c/^ w 


r\jsi-A^ j< J *A _i Pm_ J* _ A}cn*du< &~ / 


/t ^ L&c.Q *>j^yj iJLJLj^ 


0-d _ 0*4 


/£// 


rfj~uJL**J /gXc UUlL 

Z0b. % 


gU~v JUtJLs* A^+*jL &. 


\/(>j\\tt cv h^Xjl o*S' yji^, ' /t^i—<* V/^ y o £ 2 - , ^ c 

^ [) (/. ~ O' . S ' t ^ ;*, .r. - /nJLtJCt, ^ 

lAJ^O It// 

C ^ M thjuQ ft^ -£^/^JIcLa^J yj^^KJ -JifL JllM 


i&e'L, 


WAJ-L/vLl a 


S/atu, ^ t 9«Sr 


I <t — *Uf ColA^ JfcoJXt*^ 

Jc^ a fta-d^JJb xC^ *Lj3s^<La£jj 





































































{ f *)JL~ UJ ■!* ^vf $ 0^1 <" ^ (L&t ^ (‘Ly^ iX^^Ajb*- *^ 


U) CM '_£K fi tr^2fA &,^ ^ 


- 0*1 *.::■ ' / fr "is C stAj, e/ W ■• v-J-f* is /Or-ijutM < V AJ efi ff v-Ay 

J 6*%A> (IAru /'‘ti+j-**' U/JC. C > >c?Cc C- ~"i- \jJ4jiJL 


Q/ULe^C. /!*$-■< : ./sL*+_L /• A- /'-<*>%/*’'“" 

'Lg^dL LtP fll AdttjL _ C-di&Uyfl-JuA^ y £c s£v-e£cU> Co^L 


1 JU 


&-P s£&ul 


Ia JCc^J c l AjQxiaL* * __ 

1 L0,<Let^il» f fCJt : 4a dbtf ia-j Lu^ (L L'j O- % - o 

<>' c A ci - i 6 u 0 J?'-'- 1 -- 

Ay / J3* -A -/ 



CeJl/ y^g- 

gSxL. Zruj " UJauj Zu / 

SiJjljh&t'- - C/*4 — 01*4 -C ifc'*' $ f~ 

xl* *t*{*J^ crf^L. A r lfltl # j f, ir 4-.,4 , f 

C'OtkLUg. ■:/ XJtdL L\J~£f & £^*0 CUf_ / Cr*~* 


V)/{M AJMj^ ^IdL $e-rty+Mu** ^ -<yLe> (pbunA^y^J^ c*-~/'Ji**/*^A- 


/[/&£ (r~^ UJ *** Zfl’ p*tn+J’ if Xrc (N u^f CjLsaJ’ t*Jj&x / 


Lfct .f>“ s&*s-o £ *} «j -ZdtjL. /O G (J A-TLajZ&c* 

Jjla~- 4 jlq~^ G*t( ufxb* Msuus-*, p-v-i -a ty g^ Lfrua. ^ 



4^iu^ . . ZrL+*h* tsJJ^fi- OAt^Ar^fJUJ^A JLj- 

(aJ-^A c/wttW s&s^tA\-6 li ^L<. 

- Kj^A^jlJ JLu tOc^j 

Qr vJ^ £ o-^aa, stfc-*. ^^^i-o-iAjp^, U-i <Ji-o -ft.c f c-e ^A\j^~ - ; 2^^. 

U^C^^6^^C^ 7 sf &-4.^ZtteMcy -*GL~* sf-*-*jP~ O-J' Ct~ZUi^} 
























































HALF CENT WHIST 


As reported by East Coast collector 


Large Cent Whist, which has been reported in PENNY-WI8X on 
several previous occasions, was extended recently to Half Cents. The 
challenger was an East Coast collector who had been corresponding 
with a Midwestern collector. Each collector wanted to view the 
other's collection, so arrangements were made to meet. Both were 
also of the opinion that there were other Half Cent collectors who 
woulu enjoy a report and who might possibly challenge the participants 
to a game. 

The challenger arrived earlv Saturday morning, October 31; and 
was met at the airport by the Midwestern collector who, for the sake 
of this report, will henceforth be called the defender. 

# The game got underway after two friends of the defender arrived 
for the purposes of viewing the combat and acting as judges. The 
first problem was to decide what would constitute a variety. After 
some discussion, it was decided to follow Gilbert's 1916 book with 
additions for new dies and mulinge, planchet weights, and variations 
of edge striking. Deleted were two Gilbert varieties which were 
deemed not to be true varieties, proof-only dates, pattern coins, 
and restrikea. The participants agreed on 100 half cents covering 
the period 1793 to 1857. 

The challenger moved into an early lead with the 1793's as he 
had three of the four varieties. The defender had only one, but the 
judges ruled that the defender's G-3 was superior by a hair•s-breadth. 
Thus the score stood at 5 to 2 as they moved into 1794. The defender's 
eyes bulged cut of his spectacles when the challenger produced nia 
1794 G-2 In EF. The challenger*s eyes did likewise when the defender 
produced hie rare 1794 G-5 with 0-9 edge lettering and his G-9 with 
G-5 edge lettering. 1795 produced a surprise for the participants, 
as each was secretly harboring the notion that he had the only known 
specimen of G-5 on a thick planchet.The conclusion was reached by 
those present that the only known specimens were both present for 
the game. 

1796 was resolved by only one coin for both collections, accom¬ 
panied by statements- such as "one of these days I nay be able to 
afford a better one" and "I'm sorry tnat I sold the dog I had". 

As 1797, 1800, 1802, and 1903 were gone through, the challenger 
really took the lead with such items as the 1797 with gripped edge 
an 1802 G-l in F15, an 1803 G-2 in EF, and an AU G-3 of 1803, pushing 
hie lead to ten points. The defender produced the broken die G-4 of 
1803, but it lost to a regular G-4 in VF80 condition. 

1804 started the challenger downhill, when the defender produced 
twelve of the thirteen varieties to the challenger's ten. The de¬ 
fender's preference for coins of better condition also began to tell 
with a series of 2 to 1 decisions for the defender; and the challenger 
fell behind by two points. The challenger enjoyed showing off an 1804 
0-7 with the obverse diebreak in VF30 condition.he had acquired 



the coin just the weekend before for $12.50 in a New York coin Bhop 

.but it didn’t improve hie score any as variations of this nature 

had been ruled out previously aa separate varieties. Anyway, the 
defender had one in similar condition, but he declined to disclose 
h^s purchase price. 

4 The G-4 of 1805 produced another tie for the judges to break, 
and the defender won even though the words HALF CENT were not visible 
on his specimen. The challenger's piece had a strong HALF CENT on 
the reverse but. suffered from a lack of detail on the obverse. 

1806, 1807, and 1808 helped the defender with a number of 2 to 1 
decisions, despite the challenger's ownership of an 1808/7 new reverse 
specimen. All present got a good laugh when the challenger told the 
story of how he acquired the specimen. 

The time was now 5 P.M., with the score at 68 for the challenger 
and 74 for the defender. The judgeji departed. 

Combat resumed at 1 P.il. on Sunday, November 1, starting off with 
the 1809'e. The challenger lost five 2 to 1 decisions, and he gulped 
as the defender produced the 1809 with the new reverse. 

The 1811*8 produced an even score on the two varieties. The 
challenger produced a 0-2 in EF40 to the defender's VG8. The defender 
treated the challenger to a view of his 1811 restrike, and the challenge 
showed his G-2 with the diebreak over two stars and told how he had 
acquired it in 1948 for $4. The coin had been purchased at that time 
to fill out a date e«t as cheaply as possible. (Those were the "good 
old days".when the challenger was a youngster.) 

On the 1826's, the defender not only produced both varieties in 
UNC condition, but he showed the G-2 with the maeeive rim break. On 
this occasion he told how he had done a little "cherry-picking'' at a 
local coin show. 

The remainder of the game was a series of 2 to 1 decisions for 
the defender, plus a 2 to 0 on the 1831 G-l and the 1836 0-1. The 
challenger was buried under a blizeard of MS 60 and 70 coins which 
were a sight to behold. 

When it was all over, the defender had won by a score of 141 to 
104; but the cry "wait 'til next time" was heard when the challenger 
left the defender at the airport. 

♦ 

, It was a great weekend and one that will not soon be forgotten 
by the participants and the judges. Not only was it a "first" for 
Half Cent Whist; but between the two collections, 89 of the 100 
varieties had been seen. Of the eleven varieties missing, only four 
were of extreme rarity. No trades were accomplished between the 
principals, but sources of supply were well discussed. And as the 
challenger winged his way eastward, he thought not only of coins 
but also of the persons whom he had met and the wonderful hospitality 
which had been extended to him by hie host and hostess. 


Editor's Note: As in previous such reports, the names of the contest¬ 
ants have been withheld for security reasons. Mesnbers can obtain same 
by directing their request to the Editor. Both contestants will be 
happy to schedule future contests. 
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